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The fyfth bene dyvers wynes and drynkes (Hester i. Wyne
was broughte, etc.). The VI is curtese and honestie of servantes
(Hester I. He ordeyned of his prynces to be maysters over
the bordes, etc.). The seventhe is kynde frendeshyp and
company of them that sytte at the supper (Hest. i. He made
a feaste unto al the Medes). The vur is myrthe of songe and
of Instrumentes of musike. Noble men use not to make
suppers without harpe or symphony (Luk. 15, 25. Whan he
herde the symphony and cornemuse,etc.). The IX is plente of
lyghte of candels and of pryckettes1, and of torches. For it is
shame to suppe in darknes, and perillous also for flyes and
other fylthe. Therfore candels, and pryckettes ben sette on
candelstickes and chaundelars, lanterns and laumpes ben
necessarye to brenne* The X is the delycyousnes of al that
is sette on the borde. For hit is not used at supper to serve
men with greate meate and comin3, as it is used at dyner, but
with specyall lyghte meate and delycyouse, and namely in
lordes courtes. The XI is longe durynge of the soupper.
For menne use, after full ende of werke and of traveyle to
sytte longe at the supper. For meate eten to hastely, grevethe
ayenste nyghte4. Therfore at the soupper men schulde eate
by leyser5 and not to hastely. Therfore Assuerus feaste duryd*
by the space of C.L. dayes. The XII is surenesse. For with-
out harm and domage every man shall be prayed17 to the
supper. After supper that is freely yeve8 it is not honest to
compell a man to paye his scot9. The XIII is softnes and
lykynge of reste and of slepe. After supper men shal reste,
for then slepe is swete and lykynge. And therfore beddes of
yvory and of gold were spred uppon the pavement in Assuerus
palaice, as it is sayde, Hester i. For, as Constantyne saith,
whan smoke of meate cometh in to the brayne, men slepe
easely.
i tapers.      a bum.      f common.      4 is liannftt when the n%ht castes.
* leisure.         6 listed.         7 invited.         8 given.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